Ulster Canal Greenway

Background information

MONAGHAN TOWN MAP

ULSTER CANAL GREENWAY

Lambs Lough

The Ulster Canal has a colourful but not very successful history. It was built between
1825 and 1842 and was 74 km (46 miles) long with 26 locks and 16 lock keepers’
cottages. It ran from Charlemont on the River Blackwater to Wattle Bridge on the
River Finn, south-east of Upper Lough Erne, and connected the Shannon/ Erne water
system to Lough Neagh.
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In the meantime, other sections of the canal are enjoying a rebirth and again
facilitating the movement of people, this time along its banks, which are being
developed as a Greenway.
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13. Rossmore Forest Park
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The idea of re-opening the canal as a tourism project has been promoted for many
years. Investigating the feasibility of re-opening the Ulster Canal even formed part
of the negotiations around the Good Friday Agreement, which formed a key part of
the Peace process in Northern Ireland! Following various feasibility reports and
socio-economic benefit surveys, it was proposed to develop the section from Lough
Erne to Clones as a first phase. Detailed design was completed by Waterways Ireland,
and planning permission was granted in 2012. However, funding to proceed with
land acquisition and construction has yet to be secured, so the project is on hold.
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11. St. Macartan’s Cathedral

A Walking Guide

The Canal was unprofitable from the start. To save money, the width of the locks and
bridges were constructed narrower than other canals, meaning that loads had to be
transferred onto special narrow boats for journeys up the Ulster Canal. There were
difficulties keeping the highest reaches of the canal watered during the summer
months. Then the railway network reached Monaghan in 1858, and quickly took over
as the transport mode of choice, providing quicker transportation to a wider number
of destinations, sealing the canal’s fate. The last boat travelled the canal in 1929, and
it closed two years later. You can read the full story on our website,
www.ulstercanalgreenway.com
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A Greenway is a route reserved exclusively for
non-motorised journeys, usually using disused
transportation infrastructure such as
abandoned rail lines and canals.
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Monaghan County Council is working in partnership with Armagh Banbridge &
Craigavon Council, Fermanagh & Omagh Council, Cavan County Council, Mid Ulster
Council and Waterways Ireland to develop the entirety of the original canal as a
Greenway, and to link it into similar projects to provide regional connectivity. We
consider the completed section through Monaghan town to be Phase I of this much
longer, regional route.
You can find out how plans are progressing on the development of the full Ulster
Canal Greenway on our website, www.ulstercanalgreenway.com
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For more information about the Ulster Canal and
Monaghan town, we recommend you visit:
Monaghan County Museum
Open Monday to Friday 11am – 5pm
Saturday 12pm – 5pm
Admission Free
Or learn more online at: www.monaghan.ie/museum
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www.monaghantourism.com
www.monaghantownbiodiversity.com
www.monaghanhasit.ie
www.monaghan.ie
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Things to see along the

GREENWAY MONAGHAN TOWN SECTION
1. “Moving On” - Sculpture at Armagh Road
(N12) entrance to Greenway
This sculpture was commissioned by Blackwater Regional
Partnership and realised with funding under the Arts
Council of Northern Ireland’s ‘Building Peace through the
Arts: Re-Imaging Communities’ Programme, an initiative
which sought to address racism and sectarianism by
engaging communities in the exploration of themes which
unite rather than divide and in the commissioning of public
artwork which promotes tolerance and understanding.
‘Moving On’ was created by artists Mark Ryan and Maree
Hensey, and represents the role of the canal both in the
region’s history and in its future.
The artwork is about connectivity, renewal, making a
different future, finding purpose and a peaceful way
forward. Above all, it is about movement – just like a ball
cannot remain stationary on a slope, neither can society stay
in limbo; we must find a way to move on, to work together,
to forge connections, to make a future. A full explanation of
the piece is provided on an information board at the site.
Members of Monaghan Tidy Towns, Teach na nDaoine’s homework club, Monaghan Neighbourhood
Youth Project and the National Learning Network participated in art workshops to develop the
imagery featured on the sphere.
You can find out more on https://monaghantownpublicart.wordpress.com/. A record of their work
has been placed in a time capsule and inserted into the base of the sculpture.

2. Sheriff’s Bridge

“A slightly-skew masonry arch bridge carries a road over the canal. The abutments are of squared
random rubble. The arch is of semicircular profile and spans 6.13m, measured orthogonally and
6.70m on the skew. Its voussoirs and soffit are of dressed stone blocks; the latter are laid
orthogonally. A 1.84m wide towpath runs along its north-west abutment; the actual channel is 4.29m
wide (14ft 1in). The spandrels and parapets are squared random rubble. The latter are 3.38m apart
and terminate in square out-projecting piers. A string course runs over the arch crown. The deck is
curved..... This bridge is a good example of its type and has an historical association with the canal. It
is of regional industrial heritage significance and merits inclusion in the Record of
Protected Structures”
(Fred Hamond, in survey of canal for Monaghan County Council 2008)
For the ornithologically inclined, keep an eye out for kingfishers between Sheriff’s bridge and
Asylum Bridge. They not only have been heard, but spotted and photographed along this section
since the greenway has opened.

3. Mural – Canal Bank Walk by Patrick Kavanagh
Patrick Kavanagh was born in Inniskeen, Co Monaghan in
1904, and died in 1967. His work captures a pre-mechanised
rural Ireland, giving a sense of what life was like for the
ordinary people of the time. The themes he deals with
though are universal, and are more relevant today than
ever: the importance of Place, of the need to belong, of
finding inner peace by connecting with the natural world
around you. Kavanagh’s early poetry focuses on the
revelations which come to him as he works the land. Later,
he moved to Dublin and lost this connection. This came
through in the work from this period, which was often bitter
and directionless. However, an illness which forced him
to spend time convalescing along the banks of the Grand
Canal in Dublin provided him with a renewed connection to
the world of nature, and to the meaning it brought to him.
This poetic rebirth is captured in the poem displayed along
the Greenway.
The mural was painted by Inniskeen artist, Geraldine Martin,
and was facilitated by Monaghan Tidy Towns Committee,
with funding from Monaghan Co Co. The nature theme of
the poem fits with the biodiversity work of the Tidy Towns
committee, which is in evidence at various points along
the greenway.

4. Lock 17: Asylum Lock & Lock House

The Ulster Canal featured 26 locks in all. Each lock is numbered, with Lough Neagh providing the
starting point. The length of canal between each lock is called a Reach. The length of canal which
passes through Monaghan town starts at Lock 15 Silverstream and goes a short way beyond Lock
19 Tully West Lock.
Lock 17, known as ‘Asylum Lock’ due to its proximity to St Davnet’s Hospital, which once served as
the Asylum for County Monaghan, can be seen along the greenway. The top of the stone walls of
the lock are just above ground level with the Greenway. Whilst the wooden and metal structures
of the lock are no longer to be seen, the stonework is in good condition, and gives a feeling of just
how narrow the canal was. The original design for the canal was provided by the famous engineer,

12. Monaghan County Museum
This little gem can be found in Market Square in the town
centre. It first opened to the public in 1974. It is one of the
longest established regional museums in Ireland, and was the
first professionally staffed County Museum in the Republic of
Ireland. It houses over 70,000 artefacts in its collection, the
most famous of which is the Cross of Clogher.

Approx 100m on the town side of Lock 17 you will
find Rooskey Lock House. A perk of the job of lockkeeper was that it came with a cut stone house!
The lock house is typical of the design used all
along the canal.
Each house had a small garden, suitable for
producing food for the family. An apple tree still
stands at Rooskey lock house; though we can’t be
sure it was there in the lock-keeper’s day, we do
know that it is a traditional Irish variety known as
Irish Peach. Monaghan Tidy Towns have restored the
garden of the lock house, and planted it with plants
which would have been traditionally grown in an
Irish cottage garden. They have also sourced additional fruit trees with Irish provenance from Irish
Seed Savers. The garden is open for all to enjoy – feel free to help yourself to a gooseberry while
you’re there. The house itself is not open, as it provides a roost for a colony of bats. The species in
residence is the soprano pipistrelle, although common pipistrelle and Leislers bats also frequent
the fields around this area, and Daubentons bats can be spotted skimming the surface of the
Shambles river, which runs parallel to the greenway at this point, at dusk. We reckon the lock house
must be a live contender for Ireland’s poshest bat hotel!

The museum collection covers all aspects of the county’s history
incorporating archaeology, the early Christian period, the
plantation era, transport, conflict, agriculture, lace and folk life.

9. Tom Young’s Wood

This is one of the oldest pockets of native woodland in Co. Monaghan, and contains a fantastic
diversity of trees and flowering plants. The Greenway passes along the edge of the wood; however,
other paths into the wood are there to explore, and Monaghan County Council has provided
biodiversity information signs, and even an outdoor classroom, along the route. Many of the nongreenway paths are steep and not suited to buggies, but you can still enjoy the lower part of the
wood from the Greenway, which features a beautiful mixture of wetland and woodland plants.
Look out for sedges, rushes and reeds near the water. In the spring, bluebells and violets are
abundant. A heron makes its home in the canal at this point.

TAKE A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE

Formerly known as The Shambles, this area of the town was the centre of the butchering trade,
with the Shambles River used as a disposal point. According to an account of the time:
‘We took the stage at Ballywollen St (later Dublin Street) on the first leg of our journey for the
coronation festivities of His Majesty George III. At once we passed into a large square. Our nostrils
learn us, our ears tell us, and our eyes show us that this is the shambles of the town. Evil-piled offal
and smoking dung are everywhere as our splendid whip (driver) advanced. Pigs-a-plenty wallow in the
gutter. Tinkers and hammersmiths ply their trades. Amidst the confusion a smiling woman, bottle in
hand, sits on a heap of cockles, cheerful in gin. An ugly rascal jumps on the running board, fulsomely
we are wished a safe journey, one and all. A bottle is dislodged from the boot by the wretched fellow
who disappears into a sea of ragged wretches. We are clear of this noisome place. We climbed the hill.
It is the Gallows Hill and eleven bodies hang on the gibbets like a good wife’s washing.’

Just as you emerge from the Greenway onto the square, you will find one end of what was
Ireland’s ONLY canal tunnel, bringing the canal under the road and coming out over at where
McGuirk’s Fuel Merchants now stands. Most of the tunnel is still intact, under the modern day road.
The buildings which are presently serving as McGuirk’s fuel merchants were once the buildings
associated with the canal quay, which opened out onto what is now the main road. The canal
tunnel would have emerged somewhere around where the pedestrian lights now stand.
McCarron’s pub, on the Cathedral-side of Old Cross Square, was founded in 1810. It is the oldest
pub in Ireland to still be in the ownership of its founding family. Brendan informs us that thirsty
walkers are very welcome to make a pit stop and savour what we are assured is one of the best
pints of Guinness outside of Dublin.

Some restoration work has been carried out to the base of the monument. The new stonework has
deliberately been left fresh, to help the viewer to distinguish between the original stonework and
the restoration work.

7. St Louis Convent

The Sisters of St Louis arrived in Monaghan
from France in 1859 and opened a school in
Mill St. They later acquired an old dwelling on
the site of the present school, and proceeded to
develop one of the foremost secondary schools
for girls in Ireland. In 1895, girls from St Louis
Monaghan were the first and only girls to take
Irish as a subject in the Junior Examination.
The school took both ‘boarders’ and day
students up until 1977. Today it serves as a
day school for around 600 girls. The convent
buildings include the convent itself, a chapel,
and the school buildings which include a
concert hall and a gym, the latter being housed in a cut stone building which formerly served as
a canal stores. This can be seen just inside the convent gates at the Glen Road entrance to the
Greenway. The original route of the canal past the stores can be seen. The original arched canal
bridge was taken away to allow the Glen Road to be widened and leveled in the 1970’s.

The museum also provides a walking tour of Monaghan town on request.
Phone 047 82928 to make a booking.
Opening times are
Monday to Friday 11am – 5pm and
Saturday 12pm – 5pm
Admission Free
www.monaghan.ie/museum
On your way through the town from
the Greenway to the Museum, be
sure to look out for the heritage
photographs erected on signposts
throughout the town. This
permanent street exhibition was
installed by Monaghan County
Museum. Each image is located
beside the area, building or
monument that it represents.
The images illustrate how the
town looked in the early 1900s in
comparison to the present day and
highlights the importance of our
town’s historic buildings
and monuments.

As you pass along the Greenway,
you may come across some of our
information points which tell
about the various habitats you will
encounter on your travels. Monaghan Tidy Towns was Highly Commended in the all-Ireland Notice
Nature Award in both 2013 and 2014 for their work on this project, as well as other measures to
enhance the biodiversity of the town.

JUST OFF THE GREENWAY

13. Rossmore Forest Park

10. St Davnet’s Hospital

6. The Market Cross

This is a unique monument in an Irish town,
once serving as a gaterhing point for those
wishing to offer themselves into service, known
as ‘hiring.’ It originally stood in The Diamond but
was moved to make room for the Rossmore
Memorial which was erected in 1875. This cross
is like many Scottish examples ( a nod to the
Scottish origins of the Planters who were
responsible for the town’s layout of four interconnected squares and rounded corner
buildings) and has a sundial on top. The many
sided head includes four cups with metal fingers
above that threw a shadow onto painted lines that have disappeared through time.

The museum has received many awards during its existence, the
most recent, when it became the first Local Authority museum
in the country to achieve full accreditation under the Museum
Standards Programme for Ireland. It also won the Council of
Europe Museum Prize in 1980, and the Gulbenkian - Norwich
Union Award for Best Collections Care in 1993. The Ireland.
com website named it as one of the 30 best free things to do in
Ireland in 2016.

In constructing the Greenway, we
went to a lot of effort to preserve
the seed bed which had lain
undisturbed for over 80 years. We
are in the process of recording
how the plants re-establish
themselves along the path year on
year. You will find some photos of
the flora we have been discovering
on the Greenway’s website. You
will also find a bird survey online.

5. Old Cross Square

The pork market survived in the Shambles until the 1950’s. Various attempts were made to ‘clean
up’ the Shambles over the years, including changing its name to Old Cross Square.

For those interested in industrial heritage, here is a full description of the construction detail of
the bridge:

WHILE YOU’RE IN MONAGHAN

Thomas Telford. However, his plans were modified
in order to cut costs, and the width of the locks and
canals was drastically reduced – to the extent that
barges (also known as lighters) from the other Irish
canals couldn’t fit, and special narrow lighters had to
operate the Ulster Canal.

St. Davnet’s Psychiatric Hospital Monaghan was established in 1869 under the 1820 Lunacy
(Ireland Act). Originally known as Monaghan District Lunatic Asylum, its purpose was to serve the
mental health requirements of counties Monaghan and Cavan. It features as ‘the Garage’ to which
Francie Brady is brought to be fixed in Pat McCabe’s novel, ‘The Butcher Boy’, which is set in
neighbouring Clones.
Today it houses psychiatric services for the north east region of the Health Service Executive. A
number of other HSE services, such as Births, Deaths & Marriages registration are also located on
the site.
The public is welcome to walk the grounds, which feature many wonderful mature trees including
horse chestnuts, making it a great place to bring the kids for an autumn nature walk.
You can access St Davnet’s grounds from Sheriff’s Bridge and from Old Cross Square. The
pedestrian entrance at Asylum Bridge may also be open on occasion.

Rossmore Forest Park is located approx 1km from the Greenway, on the R189. Follow the footpath
along the Threemilehouse road to the front gates of the estate. It provides miles of beautiful
tracks, featuring man-made lakes, flowing streams, banks of wild garlic (best seen – and smelled
– in April) and bluebell-covered (May) hills. Spectacular groves of rhododendron and azalea make
this a special place in high summer, but it is a real delight at any time of the year, with many tree
species to be discovered, including a Giant Redwood, and a 500-metre avenue of yew trees. The
estate is owned by Coillte, and more information can be found here: www.coillteoutdoors.ie
Rossmore Castle was constructed in 1827 by the 3rd Lord Rossmore, to the designs of William
Vitruvius Morrison. There were many additions and changes made to the original structure in the
following years inspired by a competition which had developed over the years between Lord
Rossmore and Mr Shirley of Lough Fea, Carrickmacross; as to which of them could claim to have
the largest room in County Monaghan. As a result the drawing room in Rossmore Castle was
enlarged five times. The end result was a building with three towers and over 117 windows in 53
different shapes and sizes.
After World War II, the house developed a severe case of dry rot, and the 6th Lord Rossmore and
his family were forced to leave the castle and take up residence in Camla Vale situated across from
the main gates, now also lost to dry rot. Rossmore Castle became unsafe, and was demolished by
the Office of Public Works in 1974.
The estate is still intact, and is now managed jointly by Coillte and Monaghan County Council.
Remnants of the Big House remain, including a walled garden, the family mausoleum, and the
remains of a hydro electric scheme which once supplied power to the main house - making
Rossmore Castle one of the earliest houses in Ireland to have electricity. The family name was
Westenra – New Zealand’s Hayley Westenra, the classical singer, is a descendant. The name may
also be familiar to fans of Bram Stoker’s Dracula, which features one Lucy Westenra. It is said that
inspiration for the novel was taken from a small sculpture in St Patrick’s Church in the Diamond,
which depicts Lord Rossmore being held back in grief at the death-bed of his wife. The sculpture,
entitled The Parting Glance, was created by Thomas Kirk.

11. St Macartan’s Cathedral

Named after St Patrick’s bodyguard, St Macartan, this is the Cathedral for the Diocese of Clogher,
which runs all the way to Donegal. The building was designed by James Joseph McCarthy, who
designed over 50 ecclesliastical buildings, including St Patrick’s Cathedral in Armagh. Work began
in 1861 and completed in 1892. The Cathedral stands outside the town because at that time no
Catholics were allowed to own land within the town – indeed, Catholics had to leave the fortified
town centre in the evening and retire to homes on the ‘Pound Hill’, a hill overlooking the
town centre.
 ou can read more about the Cathedral’s history, architecture, interior and art at
Y
http://www.clogherdiocese.ie/category/cathedral/

The convent lies on the edge of the lake which formed the original settlement which grew to
become the town. The crannog (man-made island) on the lake was the headquarters of the Gaelic
McMahon chieftains, founders of the town.

8. Lock 19 – Tully West Lock

The greenway passes right alongside this lock. Again, the narrowness of the
lock is striking – modern day cruisers wouldn’t have a chance of passing
through! Tully lock house can be seen across the bank. This is still in the
hands of the original lock-keeper’s descendents. We ask you to respect their
privacy and not attempt to access this property.

www.ulstercanalgreenway.com

