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Welcome to the Newsletter of the Ulster Canal Greenway,
Phase 2; Smithborough to Middletown
Phase 2 of the Ulster Canal Greenway project extends between Smithborough, County Monaghan and
Middletown, County Armagh and is a pioneering move to create one of the first sustainable transport alternatives
for cross-border commuters in the region. Funded through the European Union’s INTERREG VA programme, this
22km cross-border project is being delivered in a partnership between Waterways Ireland, Monaghan County
Council, Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough Council and East Border Region Ltd.
Construction is planned to start in 2020 and the greenway is due to open in 2021.

Progress to Date
Design works are underway on the proposed 22km Phase 2 Ulster Canal
Greenway between Smithborough and Middletown.
While preparing the funding application in 2015 and 2016, staff from
Waterways Ireland, Monaghan County Council and Armagh City,
Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council assessed the route of the Ulster
Canal between Smithborough to Middletown to ensure it was feasible
and practical for the development of a Greenway. The assessment
showed that although there are localised constraints that will need to be
considered, the corridor of the Ulster Canal will provide a high quality
greenway route with wonderful opportunities to showcase the landscape,
heritage and biodiversity of Counties Monaghan and Armagh.
A major element of this project is the protection and conservation of our
environment. Environmental Consultants were appointed to undertake a
range of desktop and field surveys in Summer 2017.
A Technical Scoping Study was commissioned in December 2017—this is
the first stage of the technical design process. The study is being
undertaken by an independent engineering consultant—Clandillon Civil
Locations along the route of the
Consulting Ltd from Naas in Co. Kildare. Their works include reviewing the
Ulster Canal showing what the
proposed Greenway may look like condition of the existing built heritage (bridges, locks, towpaths etc),
courtesy of Clandillon Civil Consulting Ltd.
looking at constraints along the route, identifying potential route options,
and making first contact with landowners who may be directly affected by the project. The Technical Scoping
Study process is to be completed in Spring 2018, and the findings of this study will then be used to procure a
design consultant who will be responsible for the final route selection, securing planning permission, detailed
design, initiating land acquisition procedures and tendering for construction.
This project is supported by the European Union’s INTERREG VA Programme, managed
by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB).
The views and opinions expressed in this document do not necessarily reflect those of
the European Commission or the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB).

Protecting the Environment of the Ulster Canal

The route of the Ulster Canal was abandoned by the Lagan Navigation Company in the 1930s, and in many
locations the environment of the canal corridor has remained largely undisturbed. The disused canal and towpaths
have been naturally re-colonised by native trees and shrub, creating a sanctuary for wild animals and birds and
masking the built heritage of the canal. We recognise the importance of Ulster Canal in providing important natural
habitats and we want to safeguard and protect this environment when developing the greenway.
Following the success of the Monaghan Town Greenway which opened in 2013, this Phase 2 project will build on
the experience and learning of Phase 1 and it’s success in opening up the Ulster Canal as an amenity for everyone
to enjoy without compromising it’s natural habitat value.
An environmental team of Flynn Furney Environmental Consultants Ltd. and Clandillon Civil Consulting Ltd. were
appointed in Summer 2017 to undertake environmental studies along the route. Flynn Furney’s Director, Billy
Flynn from Clones, Co. Monaghan, headed up a multi-disciplinary team of specialist environmental consultants.
Their works included desktop review, walkover surveys and more detailed tree, bird, bat, butterfly, fish and
freshwater surveys. They identified areas of special interest and locations where invasive species are present.
A Biodiversity Committee has been established to assist and direct in all environmental matters. Membership
comprises representatives from the Tidy Towns Network, National Parks and Wildlife Service, Inland Fisheries, Local
Authorities Waters and Communities Office, Heritage Officers and operational staff from Monaghan County Council
and Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council. The first meeting of the Biodiversity Committee took
place in early February 2018, where Billy Flynn presented the findings of the environmental studies to the
committee and made recommendations for inclusion during the design and construction stages.

Biodiversity Committee
A Biodiversity Committee, comprising representatives
from community and voluntary organisations,
government agencies and Local Authorities, will monitor
and advise on how the unique environment of the Ulster
Canal will be safeguarded and enhanced during the
design, construction and maintenance of the Greenway.

Ulster Canal Greenway - Network Strategy
As the popularity of Greenways increases and the health and economic benefits of Greenways becomes more
recognised, more and more funding opportunities are becoming available for the development of new Greenway
corridors. In 2016 a Greenway Strategy was developed by the Department for Infrastructure in Northern Ireland.
The Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport are currently working on a Greenway Strategy for the Republic of
Ireland. Strategic planning is essential to ensure Local Authorities are ready to apply for and secure funding for
more Greenway developments.
In 2016 Waterways Ireland brought together the Local Authorities of counties Monaghan, Cavan, Fermanagh,
Armagh and Tyrone to develop proposals for an Ulster Canal Greenway Network. Rather than focusing only on the
route of the Ulster Canal, the proposed greenway network has been extended to link to other major towns and
cities in the Region making use of disused railway corridors as well as the disused Ulster Canal. The proposed
phased development has 12 different sections and is almost 190km in length.
This will cater for local communities, commuters, domestic visitors and foreign tourists through the intimate
drumlin and lakeland landscapes of mid-Ulster—a land of myths and poets, where gentle spirits will find sustenance
and lovers of life will flourish. This development will see an investment in Ireland’s ‘Borderlands’ - Ireland’s
undiscovered gem, where time slows down to a walking pace and people are connecting once more with nature,
and with all that is natural including sustainable transport,
biodiversity, ethical food production, eating local produce and Ulster Canal Greenway Network
living well.
The organisations involved are preparing to publish a ‘Strategic
Development Plan’ and a ‘Strategic Environmental Assessment’
for the Ulster Canal Greenway network. These strategic plans
will assist in applying for and securing funding for future phases
of the network.
The Monaghan Town Greenway is Phase 1 of the network, and
this INTERREG VA funded project between Smithborough and
Middletown is Phase 2 of the network.

The proposed Ulster Canal Greenway Network is
almost 190km in length, passes through 6 local
authority areas and crosses the border in 10
locations. It will be developed on a phased basis
as funding becomes available, and when
delivered it will connect many of the towns and
villages in the mid-Ulster region, providing a
valuable facility for sustainable transport
journeys, recreation and tourism.
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Official Project Launch
The project was officially launched on the 11th September 2017 by
Minister Heather Humphreys and Minister Shane Ross. Children
from St. John’s Primary School in Middletown and from Gaelscoil
Ultain in Monaghan Town attended the event. Speakers included










Cllr Cathy Bennett, Cathaoirleach of Monaghan County
Council
Dawn Livingstone, Chief Executive of Waterways Ireland,
Roisin Moore, Phase 2 Project Manager
Sharon Keogan, Chairperson of East Border Region Ltd,
Andrew Grieve of the Department of Infrastructure Northern
Ireland
Gina McIntyre, Chief Executive of SEUPB
Minister Heather Humphreys, Dept of Arts, Heritage,
Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
Minister Shane Ross, Dept of Transport, Tourism and Sport
Alderman Elizabeth Ingram, Armagh City, Banbridge &
Craigavon Borough Council

EU Funding Showcase, European Parliament
The Ulster Canal Greenway was honoured to be
chosen as 1 of 12 cross-border projects to attend an
EU Showcase at the European Parliament in
Brussels in November 2017. The event was
organised by SEUPB to underline the importance
and impact that EU funding is having in helping to
positively transform the lives of thousands of
people across the Region. The event was attended
by Commissioner Carina Creţu, local MEPs and
project representatives.

Project Information
This cross-border INTERREG VA project is being delivered in a partnership between Waterways Ireland,
Monaghan County Council, Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough Council and East Border Region Ltd.
Further information and regular updates about the project can be found on the website
www.ulstercanalgreenway.com or from the
Ulster Canal Greenway Project Office, Monaghan County Council, +353 (0)47 73785.

This project is supported by the European Union’s INTERREG VA Programme,
managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB)
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